
 

Enjoy outstanding tours planned by the experts that created the ‘The Complete 
Guide to the Great Ocean Road’, the region’s definitive guidebook!

EXPLORE THE 
GREAT OCEAN ROAD



The Great Ocean Road is more than a road!  

Beyond the bitumen there’s stunning natural beauty; the 
wild Southern Ocean; unique forests that are home to 
birds, kangaroos, koalas and echidnas; fascinating 
Aboriginal and European history; and outstanding local 
produce. 

Around The Sun’s guide, Digby Williamson, lives in 
Torquay and was a major contributor to ‘The Complete 
Guide to the Great Ocean Road’. He knows the region 
like the back of his hand and he’ll take you to places 
most people never experience. 

You will explore all the dramatic sights the Great Ocean 
Road has to offer – wild, windswept coasts, iconic surf 
beaches, towering eucalypt forests, ancient rainforests, 
waterfalls, heathlands and wetlands. 

You will see the region’s history written in the landscape: 
the beginning 145 million years ago, in a time of 
dinosaurs and Gondwanaland, the Aboriginal 
occupation beginning at least 45,000 years ago, and 
finally the history of European exploration and 
settlement. 

There is a selection of possible one- and two-day tours, 
but they can all be customised to match your interests 
and adapted to work around the region’s famous four-
seasons-in-a-day weather. 

Around The Sun tours are comfortable 
adventures with: 
• flexible one- and two-day itineraries that take you to 

our favourite spots 
• short walks tailored to your interests 
• picnics or BBQ lunches with gourmet local produce 
• door-to-door service from the Surf Coast and Geelong 

(extra charges apply for Melbourne and airport 
pickups) 

• transport in a luxury 4WD or minibus 
• maximum group size of 7 people 
• accommodation in comfortable 4-star hotels run by 

friendly locals 

‘Simply the best and easiest way  
to really see the Great Ocean Road!’ 

natural  beauty…ocean…ancient rainforests…
local produce…beaches…wildlife…walks…

Richard Everist

The Complete Guide to the

Great Ocean Road 
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Through Southwest Victoria



 

SURF COAST 
TOUR 

1 DAY 

Surf beaches, coastal views, 
heathlands and Aboriginal 

history on route to Anglesea  

Early European, maritime and 
Great Ocean Road history at 
Aireys Inlet and Eastern View 

Lunch overlooking the Southern 
Ocean or in the forests of the 

Otway Ranges  

Short walks to rainforest 
waterfalls and panoramic 
lookouts around Lorne 

GREAT OCEAN 
ROAD &  

12 APOSTLES 
2 DAYS 

Day 1 - Surf Coast highlights  

Overnight in style at Apollo Bay 

Day 2 –Coastal wetlands and wild 
remote beaches backed by the 

Otway Ranges 

Short walk and picnic lunch in a 
remnant of ancient Gondwanaland 

rainforest  

Wild windswept landscape and 
shipwreck sites at the iconic 

Twelve Apostles  

GREAT OCEAN 
ROAD & OTWAY 

WATERFALLS 

2 DAYS 

Day 1 - Surf Coast highlights  

Overnight in style at Apollo Bay 

Day 2 –Coastal wetlands and  
wild remote beaches backed by  

the Otway Ranges 

Short walk and picnic lunch in a remnant 
of ancient Gondwanaland rainforest  

Spectacular waterfalls and lakes in the 
rainforest and drive along the top of the 

Otway Ranges 

All these tours can be run privately and/or be customised to meet 
your individual interests and circumstances.



GREAT OCEAN ROAD HIGHLIGHTS 
The aim of our tours is to give you a local’s view of the Great Ocean Road, to experience 
the stunning natural beauty of the coastline, wetlands and unique forest environments, to 
have close encounters with native birds and animals, to see the stories written in the 
landscape, and to savour some of the region’s superb local produce and warm hospitality. 

Beaches & Surfing 
The beaches of the Great Ocean Road are among the finest 
in the world, with clean water and sand.  

You can surf or swim with the crowds at the main beaches, 
or you can walk or fish on remote beaches.  

There are many outstanding surf breaks along the coast - 
none more famous than Bells Beach, home to the world’s 
oldest professional surfing contest.  

All our Great Ocean Road tours visit surf breaks and our two 
day tours include wild remote beaches. 

Forest Walks 
People have been walking in the Great Ocean Road region 
for a very long time.  

Aboriginal people travelled around their clan estates for tens 
of thousands of years.  

19th-century European settlers explored the forests for their 
timber wealth and built tramways to transport logs and 
timber.  

Tourists arrived by the 1870s and wanted to venture into the 
forests and to the waterfalls.  

Many of today’s forest walks follow the path of tramways and 
other walking tracks developed over 150 years ago. 

Dry Forests & Heathlands 
Dry eucalypt forests and heathlands are widespread along 
the Great Ocean Road. Dry conditions combined with poor 
quality soils gives rise to small eucalypts with an understory 
of wattles and low shrubs.  

Fire is a crucial to heathland ecology - eucalypts re-sprout, 
the woody fruits of hakeas and banksias open to release 
seed and grass trees and orchids burst into flower.  

Wildflowers, including rare orchids, put on a brilliant display 
during late winter and spring and attract nectar feeding birds.  

All of our Great Ocean Road tours include short walks in 
heathlands.  



Wildlife  
Birdlife and rare native animals are abundant throughout the Great 
Ocean Road region.  

Wallabies and kangaroos are common and koalas can be found in 
the eucalypt forests.  

In the heathlands native fauna includes echidnas and many small 
marsupials.  

Carnivorous snails, platypus and glow worms are some of the 
more unusual animals found in the rainforests.   

More than 80 species of birds inhabit the heathlands. Larger birds, 
such as rosellas, currawongs and kookaburras are common In the 
forest areas, as are smaller birds such as robins and fan-tails.  

The wetlands support numerous plants and animals, with over 100 
bird species. Shore-birds and seals can be observed along the 
coast and whales are regularly spotted between May and October. 

You can observe native wildlife on all our Great Ocean Road tours. 

Rainforests & Waterfalls 
With some of the highest rainfall areas in Victoria, the Otway 
Ranges contain large areas of wet schlerophyll forests dominated 
by eucalypts, such as the Mountain Ash, the world’s tallest 
flowering plants, which grow to over 70 metres.  

Temperate rainforest dates back 145 million years to 
Gondwanaland and is restricted to protected valleys, where Mrytle 
Beech and Blackwood thrive in the damp conditions.  

Both these forest types have an understory containing tree ferns 
and other ferns. 

Throughout the Otway Ranges there are hundreds of waterfalls 
tumbling into fern filled gullies. All of our Great Ocean Road tours 
include short walks through rainforest to waterfalls. 

Wetlands 
There are thousands of wetlands throughout the Great Ocean 
Road region, including estuaries and swamps along the coast, 
lakes in the Otway Ranges and volcanic lakes further inland.  

Many of these wetlands were an important source of food for the 
Aboriginal people who moved around the country to follow 
seasonal food supplies, such as fish, shellfish, birds and their 
eggs, snakes and especially eels, which they not only harvested 
but farmed in complex aquaculture systems.  

Today the remaining wetlands are an important part of the 
ecosystem, as a place where many bird and fish species feed or 
breed.  

Our two-day Great Ocean Road tours visit wetland areas. 



Twelve Apostles 
When the Great Ocean Road emerges from the forest-
cloaked hills of the Otway Ranges to meet the sea near 
Princetown, you enter Port Campbell National Park, a 
world of windswept limestone cliffs and heathlands.  

The Port Campbell National Park encompasses one of 
the most spectacular and unusual coastlines in the world.  

There are outstanding examples of sea-sculpted 
landforms including extraordinary cliffs, arches, 
blowholes, caves, gorges and rock stacks. 

The most famous of these formations, the Twelve 
Apostles, is one of Australia’s best known and most 
photographed seascapes.  

Our Great Ocean Road & Twelve Apostles tour visits the 
Port Campbell National Park. 

Shipwrecks & Lighthouses 
Hundreds of shipwrecks occurred in the Great Ocean 
Road region during the 19th century when immigrants 
from Europe and America joined the gold-rush and as 
coastal trade increased between Tasmania, Melbourne 
and coastal towns.  

After 399 passengers lost their lives in the wreck of the 
Cataraqui in 1845 a lighthouse was built at Cape Otway 
in 1848.  

The “White Queen”, another iconic lighthouse, was built 
at Split Point, Aireys Inlet in 1891.  

All our tours visit the “White Queen” and shipwreck sites 
are identified.  

Our Great Ocean Road & Twelve Apostles tour visits Loch 
Ard Gorge, the site of the wreck of the Loch Ard in 1878. 

History 
On all our Great Ocean Road tours you will explore the 
history of the region, discovering evidence of: 

• Natural history from a time of dinosaurs, vast beech 
forests and the Gondwanaland supercontinent, 145 
million years ago. 

• Aboriginal history through a landscape that retains 
evidence of traces of a sustainable way of life that 
supported complex human cultures from at least 
45,000 years ago;  

• The history of European exploration and settlement, 
from the early 19th century. 



What price? 
For a unique experience?

Around The Sun's trips are comfortable adventures.  

Transport – Travelling in a luxury four-wheel-drive 
vehicle provides comfort, safety and good visibility. 
Pick-up and return to your accommodation in 
Geelong or on the Surf Coast is provided. 

Local Food - A picnic or BBQ lunch of local 
gourmet food is provided each day. One breakfast is 
provided on our 2-day tours. Your evening meal in 
Apollo Bay is not included, but we are happy to 
provide advice on the excellent range of high-quality 
options.  

Hotels are four-star	  – but more importantly they 
are comfortable and run by friendly locals.


Your guide - Digby Williamson, lives on the Surf 
Coast and has been showing people around his 
“backyard”, along the Great Ocean Road and through the 
Otway Ranges, since 2009. He has a vast knowledge of 
the region and its history and was a major contributor to 
‘The Complete Guide to the Great Ocean Road’.  

Walking	  - There are regular short walks to places of 
interest, (about two hours each day). You won’t need 
specialist walking gear, just comfortable, sturdy shoes 
and clothing. 

1 Day Surf  Coast Tour  
- from AUD $250  

2 Day Great Ocean Road & Otway 
Waterfalls - from AUD $747 

2 Day Great Ocean Road & 12 Apostles 
- from AUD $747 

OPTIONS 
• PRIVATE - All our Great 

Ocean Road Tours can be run 
privately - for you, your friends 
and family. 

• CUSTOMISED - We’re happy 
to create tours that are 
completely customised to 
meet your needs and 
interests. 

• WALKING - All our tours can 
include more or less time 
walking - depending on 
fitness, interests and weather! 

• PICK-UPS - Pickups from 
Melbourne, Tullamarine or 
Avalon airports can be 
arranged for an additional 
cost. 

• GOURMET PACKAGES - 
Luxury accommodation  and 
a gourmet evening meal can 
be arranged for an additional 
cost.  

• GROUPS - our normal 
maximum group size is seven, 
but larger groups can be 
arranged using minibuses.

The Fine Print - Prices are based on scheduled small group departures, with a minimum of seven passengers. 
If we do not have our required minimum numbers anyone who has made a booking will have an opportunity  
to transfer dates, to continue on the trip at an amended price, or to receive a full refund.



Around The Sun 
PO Box 850, Torquay, Victoria 3228, 

Australia 
T +61 (0)3 5264 8667 

E  expert@aroundthesun.com 
W  www.aroundthesun.com

www.aroundthesun.com

For more information about these 
Great Ocean Road tours 

- or any private, customised tours 
in Victoria - 

contact Around The Sun now.


